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Cary Presant, MD Young Investigator Award

Newport Beach, March 9, 2024 /PRNewswire/ -- The Medical Oncology Association of Southern
California, Inc. (MOASC), a California state oncology society, held its 9" Annual Oncology Summit &
Research Symposium.

At this symposium, Ashkan Lashkari, MD, President, presented the inaugural Cary Presant, MD Young
Investigator Award to Alexis LeVee, MDD, Chief Fellow, Hematology & Medical Oncology at, City of Hope
National Medical Center, for her research on “Fecal microbiome and association with outcomes in
patients with HER2-positive (HER2+) breast cancer (BC) receiving neoadjuvant HER2-targeted therapy
and immunotherapy (10).” Dr. LeVee was selected among a pool of competitive applicants from
California. Her research will attempt to shed light on how certain bacteria in the intestine of breast
cancer patients with HER2+ disease may enhance the effectiveness of immunologic and gene-targeted
therapies.

The Young Investigator Award (YIA) aims to support early-career researchers, typically those within a
few years of completing their postgraduate training, who are conducting innovative and impactful
research in clinical and translational oncology. By offering support tailored to early-career researchers,
YIA programs play a crucial role in fostering talent, promoting innovation, and ultimately advancing the
fight against cancer through cutting-edge research.

“I am honored to have this award named for me in recognition of my career achievements in cancer
research”, said Dr. Presant, who is continuing his practice and research at City of Hope. “The study of Dr.
LeVee will result in novel treatment pathways for many patients, and this Young Investigator Award will
further her career as she leads further clinical trials and studies that will translate laboratory science into
early-stage treatments for patients with many forms of cancer.”

“We at MOASC are excited to provide a Young Investigator Award that honors the work of our founder,
Dr. Cary Presant, who has been dedicated to the fight against cancer. This award is meant to help
launch the careers of fellows and junior faculty members as they focus on exciting, groundbreaking
research. We are excited to honor our inaugural award to Dr. LeVee and are thankful to our sponsor,
Aveo Oncology, for their support”, said Dr. Lashkari.



The (YIA) was supported by a grant from AVEO Oncology (“AVEQ”), an oncology-focused

biopharmaceutical company committed to delivering medicines that provide a better life for patients
with cancer.

Further enquiries
Nichole East, CAE, Executive Director, 909-985-9061, ext. 1002

MOASC in brief

The Medical Oncology Association of Southern California (MOASC) is a leading professional organization
dedicated to empowering oncology professionals through advocacy and education, standing as a trusted
voice and vital resource for the cancer care community. MOASC supports more than 650 hematologists
and oncologists working in both local communities and major academic centers, including Cedars-Sinai,
City of Hope, Loma Linda University, UC Irvine, UC Los Angeles, UC San Diego, and UC Southern
California.

For more information, visit www.MOASC.org



http://www.moasc.org/

